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Reflection 

 

When I was little, my Mom and Dad told me NOT to do lotsa stuff: 

DON’T cross the street; DON’T pick on your little brother; DON’T 

forget to do your homework. Later, there were more DON’Ts: DON’T 

stay out too late; DON’T drink too much; DON’T drive so fast. I always 

thought their DON’Ts, their “THOU SHALT NOTs” were likeprison 

rules and big killjoys … so, I’d sneak around and DO plenty of the 

DON’Ts: I lied about doin’ my homework; teased my brother; went 

where I shouldn’t have; wrecked a coupla cars; and stayed out till all 

hours. 

Now, I think their DON’Ts were so I’d be safe, so I’d grow, so I’d be 

happy. 

Adam and Eve thought God’s DON’Ts were unfair, and when they 

turned around and DID what God had said DON’T, they ran and hid, 

they lost Paradise. 

We do a lotta that Too! Often, we have a pretty good idea of what’s 

right, what’s good, what God would have us do. But, we pretend we don’t 

know, that our bad choices are really good for us, and, when it all blows 

up, we surround ourselves with so much activity and lies and denials and 

excuses to try to run away from responsibility, run away from God. 

“Where can I run from Your love? 



If I climb to the heavens, You are there; 

If I fly to the sunrise or sail beyond the sea, 

Still I’d find You there. 

O Lord, I know You are near, 

Standing always at my side. 

You guard me from the foe, and You lead me in ways everlasting.” 

 

Mary accepted God’s loving DON’Ts as good, even good for her, and she 

was full of grace! Maybe if we accepted God’s love and gentle guidance, 

we’d be full of grace too, and stop running away and trying to hide from 

Our Father who DOES love us and only gives us His DON’Ts to guard us 

and protect us and lead us to live in His joy! 


